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Summary 

The EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Parliamentary Committee (SAPC) was 

established based on the European Parliament's Conference of Presidents decision of 

21 January 2010 and the decision of the Parliament of Albania of 26 March 2010, and 

on the basis of the EU-Albania Stabilisation and Association Agreement (art. 122).  The 

task of the EU-Albania SAPC is to consider all aspects of relations between the EU and 

Albania and, in particular, the implementation of the Stabilisation and Association 

Agreement. 

All elements of the programme (meetings with the EU ambassadors, authorities, NGOs, 

media representatives, the SAPC meeting and the visit to an EU-funded project) 

fulfilled the expectations.  

The EP delegation held a number of meetings in the margins of the SAPC, including 

with the EU and EU Member States Ambassadors, the President of Albania, the Prime 

Minister of Albania, the Speaker of the Kuvendi and the representatives of the civil 

society and the media. The delegation further met bilaterally representatives of most 

opposition parties (Democratic Party of Albania, Socialist Movement for Integration 

and Party for Justice, Integration and Unity). While the encounters with the civil society 

think tankers and the journalists helped to better understand the Albanian domestic 

situation, the political meetings were used to send messages on the EP delegation’s 

strong support for Albania’s path to the EU based on fulfilled conditions, and the need 

for cross-party consensus on this issue. On the second day of the mission, the EP 



 

delegation visited an EU-funded project – Ardian Klosi School, which caters to children 

from disadvantaged backgrounds and communities. 

 

Topics discussed and a list of meetings 

Topics are not presented in a chronological order and may include opinions from 

several meetings. 

 EU integration process. Albania was granted candidate status in June 2014. 

The 2016 Commission report found that Albania had made progress towards 

meeting the political criteria for EU membership and had continued steady 

progress in the five key priorities (corruption, organised crime, judiciary, 

administrative reform, human rights) for the opening of accession negotiations. 

The November 2017 Stabilisation and Association Council found that since 

then, significant progress had been made. There is a strong expectation by the 

ruling government and the wider population that a decision can be taken by the 

Member States to start the accession negotiations by June or at least in the 

course of 2018. The Commission’s 6 February 2018 strategy paper on ‘A 

Credible enlargement perspective for an enhanced EU engagement with the 

Western Balkans’ had been keenly awaited. Particularly ruling party politicians 

expressed disappointment that the strategy only made a non-committal remark 

that the Commission was ready to open accession negotiations with Albania 

(along with Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) based on fulfilled 

commitments. Several ruling party politicians (but also some opposition 

members) opined in meetings that the EU did not recognise the efforts by 

Albania and expressed suspicions of favouritism to Serbia in particular. The 

leading opposition party (DP) had been sending mixed signals whether the EU 

should start negotiations with Albania prior to the SAPC meeting but the SAPC 

achieved an agreement between the ruling majority and opposition parties on 

this issue. The unanimously adopted recommendations to the Stabilisation and 

Association Council and the institutions of Albania and the EU notably reiterate 

full support for the opening of accession negotiations and underline that the 

setting of a date for the opening of the EU accession negotiations would provide 

a powerful incentive for adopting and implementing a whole set of EU-related 

reforms. The meeting with the EU Heads of Mission revealed, however, that the 

EU Member States remain as divided as ever on the issue of opening accession 

negotiations. Representatives of sceptical Member States expressed concern 

about the lack of concrete results from the reforms, pointed out the still high 

level of corruption and the intense activity of Albanian criminal networks in the 

EU Member States. Some EU Member States (particularly France and 

Germany) also remain concerned about the high number of manifestly 

unfounded asylum requests by Albanian citizens.  

 

 Judicial and Home Affairs issues. EP delegation underlined at all meetings 

the need for sustained progress and maintenance of momentum on crucial 

reforms, particularly in the area of judicial reform because success in the latter 

underpins the fight against corruption and in all other areas of criminal activity, 

including drug trafficking. The EP delegation called for cross party consensus 

on the reform agenda over short-term political interests. At the time of the visit, 

the Albanian vetting Commissions and the International Monitoring 

Commission had started working on the first nine top priority cases. The 

EU Ambassador noted at the opening of the SAPC that overall the progress had 

started along the main pillars foreseen in the legal framework. On the issue of 



 

the fight against drug trafficking, she pointed out that the EU had been 

supporting the Albanian authorities to fight organised crime and drug trafficking 

for many years. She highlighted the support in the area of law enforcement 

capacity building and the specialised technical support to enhance the capacities 

of the Albanian authorities in investigating and prosecuting cannabis cultivation 

and trafficking through the  PAMECA programme: "Consolidation of the Law 

Enforcement capacities in Albania" (since 2002). She added that the EU is also 

providing advice and assistance to the Albanian authorities to improve the 

national strategy and action plan against cannabis cultivation and trafficking for 

2017-2020. The Ambassador mentioned also that the EU is co-financing with 

the Italian authorities the aerial surveys to control the territory and identify and 

prevent cannabis cultivation. 

 

 Electoral reform. A parliamentary Ad-hoc Committee on Electoral Reform has 

been set up following up on ODIHR electoral recommendations. The 

Committee plans to propose legal amendments in five key reform areas: election 

administration, campaigning, voter registration, the use of new voting 

technologies and out-of-country voting. The EP delegation underlined in all 

meetings the need to implement the necessary reforms before the next elections, 

while reminding that the free and fair elections are not only  essential for the 

country’s progress in EU accession but also for restoring the public trust in the 

integrity of the electoral progress. 

 

 Other issues discussed included fundamental rights and freedoms, with focus 

on media freedom (working lunch with media representatives), economy and 

public finances (meeting with the NGOs). 

 

The EP delegation visited an EU-funded project in Tirana. The Ardian Klosi school- 

inaugurated in September 2017- teaches 380 children at both the primary and secondary 

level. It is part of a larger urban complex that also includes a nursery, a preschool 

and a multifunctional socio-cultural centre, all of them built using EU funds. The 

complex is located in  Bregu i Lumit (“Riverbank”) area and many of the students come 

from disadvantaged backgrounds. The school offers free extra-curricular activities, 

such as painting, literature, song or dance classes, as well as chess lessons and multiple 

sports (not usually available at public Albanian schools. Several laboratories, computer 

rooms and interactive blackboards are put at the students’ disposal. The school also has 

locker rooms equipped with hot showers, an auditorium, a canteen and solar panels that 

provide power for heating purposes. The community centre welcomes many children 

from the Roma and Egyptian ethnic minorities. A journalist from the EP contractor EFE 

news agency followed the visit to the EU project. 

 

The following meetings took place:  

 Meeting with Ambassador Romana Vlahutin, Head of Delegation, European 

Union Delegation to Albania, and EU Member States Ambassadors  

 Meeting with the representatives of the civil society and think tanks  

 Meeting with the President of the Republic, H.E. Mr Ilir Meta  

 Meeting with the Prime Minister of the Republic, H.E. Mr Edi Rama 

 Working lunch with media representatives on the general political situation in 

Albania 

 Meeting with a representative of the Democratic Party of Albania, Mr Genc 

Pollo 



 

 Meeting with the Chair of the Socialist Movement for Integration, Ms Monika 

Kryemadhi 

 Meeting with a representative of the Party for Justice, Integration and Unity 

 Meeting with a representative the Social Democratic Party of Albania 

 

In the SAPC meeting in the parliament, the Albanian government was represented by 

the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the European Commission/EEAS was represented 

by the EU Ambassador. The assistance of the EUD was very good before and during 

the mission. 

 

Possible follow-up 

 

The AFET Committee could consider following up the issues mentioned in this mission 

report (progress to be made on the judicial reform, the fight against corruption and the 

electoral reform) in the framework of its upcoming report on the Commission’s 2017 

progress report on Albania. 

 

Attachments: 

 Joint recommendations 

 Programme 

 List of participants 
 


